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which are to follow will demonstrate their falsity suffi-
ciently.

In Dr. Dillon's book, " The Eclipse of Russia," in-
structive as it is, I find, among other subjects on which
I entertain different opinions from its talented and clear-
sighted author, that he, too, fails to treat the activity of
M. Stolypine with proper consideration, in that he vir-
tually passes it over in silence. Upon reading that work,
so rich in documentary evidence, but, alas, so often
partial in its conclusions, one cannot but be surprised
that a description of the epoch of Russia's political his-
tory which was dominated by the personality of M.
Stolypine contains scarcely any mention of his name. I
can only explain this by the supposition that Dr. Dillon
was so intent upon glorifying Count Witte (for which I
would be the last to reproach him), and knew so well
the profound dislike that his hero felt toward M. Stoly-
pine, that he preferred to omit all reference to a subject
regarding which Count Witte's judgment impressed him
as being unfair and open .to question.

When, after having come in contact with the personnel
composing M. GoremyHne's heterogeneous Cabinet, I
turned my attention to the Douma, the spectacle of that
assembly's strange composition presented itself to me as
being equally disconcerting. I have already told how I
was struck by the great number of peasants among the
deputies who figured at the ceremony attending the
opening of the Douma at the Winter Palace. According
to the terms of the electoral law, the Douma was to have
524 members, but the elections not having yet termi-
nated in certain parts of the Empire, there were not over